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This book is intended primarily for learners who are beginning the study of the Greek Testament

either without any previous acquaintance with the Greek language or with an acquaintance so

imperfect that a renewed course of elementary instruction is needed.   This revision, over

seventy-five years since the first edition was published, retains much of the character and

organization of the first edition while accommodating readers today who lack an understanding of

Latin and grammar necessary for fully comprehending the original edition.   For an introduction to

the Greek Testament.
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Machen's New Testament Greek for Beginners is concise and clear in what it teaches. It is

no-nonsense and gets right to the point of each individual lesson. The chapters are fed to the

student in small "bite-size" portions that are easily digested - not too much info in one sitting. The

real benefit of this grammar, however, is in the exercises at the end of each chapter. The student is

taught one or two new grammatical concepts per chapter, and then is asked to apply those

concepts through numerous translations - first from Greek to English and then from English to

Greek. It is the second set of exercises (English to Greek) that really cements the points of the

lesson in one's mind - for one could scramble through translating from the Greek if they had to, but

taking the English and writing the equivalent in Greek takes a clearer understanding of the

concepts.Another benefit of the excercises in Machen is the fact that the sentences to be translated

are not directly from the Bible. I started out my trek through Koine Greek with Mounce's grammar.



He does not have the student translate from English to Greek because he states (and I'm

paraphrasing) that "we're not learning to write, we're learning to read". In addition, all of the

exercises were passages from the Bible. If, as in my case, you have studied the Bible before

moving on to Greek, many of the exercises to be translated will be familiar to you. It seemed that I

could make it through the translation after the first few words because I had heard the English many

times. This did not help because I was not forced to work through each word or phrase individually

(because I knew what it said before I got to that point).
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